bio.n'él' ( __5 College Readiness and Advising

CharterSchod

FRCS places strong emphasis on academic readiness and planning for college. In grades nine-
twelve, one class period per week is devoted to these topics.

e In ninth and tenth grades, students participate in Achievement Teams. These
small groups of students discuss a variety of topics throughout the year including
transcripts and grade point averages, college fairs, standardized testing, career
interests, study skills and test taking strategies. Students also spend time team

" building to help create positive relationships for the remainder of high school.

e Junior advising class provides the opportunity to explore college and career
options in more detail. In term one, students complete a series of career
exploration assessments. In term two, emphasis is placed on understanding the
types of colleges, investigating and visiting colleges, the application process, and
finalizing a list of colleges to which to apply. All juniors complete the Commen
Application as a final project. Juniors also discuss standardized tests, financial
aid, interviewing, and other topics related to applying to and making a decision
about colleges. Guest staff speakers are invited during term two and three to
explain their own educational and professional development.

e Senior advising class focuses on finalizing college applications during ferm one
and into term two. The focus is typically on college essays and resumes,
timelines, and prioritizing applications. Seniors also discuss the siress involved in
applying, for themselves as well their families, and are provided information and
resources to help with family conversations about the transition to college. Early
in term two, seniors begin a series of classes on financial aid and
scholarships. Recent graduates are also invited to talk about what their
experience in becoming coliege student. Considering options and making a final
commitment to a college is a central topic for terms two and three. This includes
discussions about understanding and comparing financial aid packages as well as
college budgeting. As the year ends, topics related to transition from high school
to college are discussed.

Additional information about all of these classes in attached. Questions can be directed to erther
Mr. Elsner, High School Guidance Counselor, or Mrs. Droste, Student Life Coordinator.



Achievement Teams
Weekly Topics

Month

Week #

Content

September

Intro (rules, expectations, confidentiality)

Team Building (teamn name, ice breakers, survey)

Team Building

FENNECE R I

Review Calendar/Topics for year

October

Term 1 Individual/Team Academic Goals

Learning Styles survey and ADD

Test Anxiety
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College standardized testing (PLAN)

November

Study Skills

Term 1 Grade Prediction

Finals Preparation
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THANKSGIVING VACATION

December

Note Taking

Stress Management

Term 1 Grade Review - Term 2 Individual/Team Goals
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Team Holiday Activity ~Advisor TBD

January

School Resources

Organizational skills

Test taking strategies
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Term 2 Grade PPrediction

February

Transcript/GPA Review

Graduation Requirements

WINTER VACATION

N

Better Business Bureau — guest speaker




March

Time Management

Finals Preparation

Summer plans
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Term 2 Grade Review - Term 3 Individual/Team Goals

April

High School Course Planning/Catalog Review

College Fair - Preview

SPRING VACATION
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College Fair - Experience

College Career Portfolio

College Career Portfolio

Term 3 and Final Prediction
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Memory Tips

June

Summer Safety/Healthy Choices

Individual Achievement Team celebration/Exit Survey

Achievement Team Jamboree
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